www.swedishcottage.org
An introduction by Hans Hallberg.
In November 2004 I went on a business trip to New York, and during a walk in Central Park I found the Swedish Cottage, a house from Sweden in the middle of a wonderful and lively park in one of the centers of the world. The house was closed and dark, and most interestingly completely void of anything swedish at all, other than the name on two signs.

Back home in Sweden I contacted the organisations taking care of the house and the activities in and around it in Central Park. Before long I was in meetings with several people. I met Andrea Newman and Scott Meserve from the City Parks Foundation. I showed them a number of ideas about bringing Sweden to this Swedish house. It was considered a very interesting proposition and there is a great interest in working with the idea.
I have now started a private initiative to make Sweden and the history of the house more known, with events such as a Swedish Day in Central Park and Swedish-written stories for the marionette theater in the cottage.
Through informational signs you can let people know something about what Sweden is, what culture it has in theater, music, art – something of everything.

To help the visitor get an understanding of Sweden you need a world map to show where it is, and it’s larger cities and other interesting places there. They could tell about Swedens history (vikings, kings, development), population (swedes, sami, the cultural mix), famous men and women in sports (Ingemar Johansson, Ingemar Stenmark, Björn Borg, Börje Salming, Peter Sundin, Foppa, Zlatan, Kajsa Bergqvist, Carolina Klüft), music (ABBA, Roxette, Cardigans, Millencolin, Robyn), film (Lena Olin, Peter Stormare, Ingemar Bergman, Lasse Hallström, Izabella Scorupco), books (Astrid Lindgren, Wilhelm Moberg, August Strindberg), companies (IKEA, Volvo, Saab, H&M, SKF, NCC, Skanska, Atlas Copco, Ericsson) and inventions that changed the world (dynamite, zippers, adjustable spanner, computer mouse), the Nobel Prize, the Polar Prize and so on.
My hope is to get the following to happen within a few years:

· A co-operation and exchange between Sweden and the US’s different historical and cultural perspectives with the Swedish Cottage as a central hub.

· New inauguration by the King, appointing a Swedish day every month around the year.
· Swedish flag on the roof, and flagpoles with Sweden’s and the US’ flag to raise every day.

· Swedish furniture in the Swedish Cottage from IKEA or another Swedish company.

· Marionette theater with stories from Swedish authors, maybe Astrid Lindgren’s Pippi Longstocking or any of her many famous stories. Maybe she lived in this house…?

· Arrange seminars about Sweden once a month for small groups of children and adults. Famous and unknown Swedes telling different things about Sweden or their life as a Swede.
· To make the Swedish Cottage bookable as a meeting place, sort of a Swedish public center.
· A yearly traditional song day / evening. Swedish music with musicians, such as Robert Wells or Georg Riedel, Peter Jöback, Tommy Körberg, Helen Sjöholm, Swedish Chamber Orchestra or just acoustic, such entertainment! Nothing grand, just to have something happen for the visitors, just like the Cottage stands there just for the visitors who come by.
· To have books and toys / kids stuff made in Sweden with Swedish history. 
· Pictures and posters about and from Sweden.

· Signs around the fence outside with the story of how the house got there and it’s history. 
· Outside and around the house arrange a mini-Vasa run. (Big cross-country skiing event in Sweden) Get ice/snow from the nearby skating ices and build a 200 meter long ski route where kids and adults kan try cross-country skiing. They will also be offered blueberry soup and shown how and where the real Vasa run goes and how it came about. 
· On the waffle day, offer waffles outside the house.
There are so many things I would like this house was used for, but I suppose the house will be standing here for another 120 years so there is lots of time to create the best experience for the visitors!

What I want to do with the Swedish Cottage can also be made by the US in a similiar house here in Sweden. We have cultural areas such as Skansen in Stockholm and Jamtli in Östersund where Americans could set up American writers’ work and perform marionette theater. An exchange with a win-win result.
To become one of those helping to get Sweden out to the huge amount of poeple passing through Central Park every day, you should contact us and tell us what you have to offer. 
We are interested in all types of suggestions within all sorts of Swedish creativity, culture, sports and the swedish heritage. There are so many Swedish  descendants in the US, and there is a great interest in Sweden.
We are also looking for people who can handle meeting places of this type, and create the goodwill that we intend to reach, both for Sweden and Central Park but most of all for the visitor.

We want to work with long-term planning and monthly/quarterly/seasonal activities to create a security for the workers within the events that are held, and for visitors who can plan a visit in good time. 

Thank you for taking the time to inform yourself about my personal interest to make the Swedish Cottage a famous Swedish place in a non-commercial way, just to show off Sweden.

I’m just a person who wants to help Sweden and us Swedes to show who we were and who we are.

Hans Hallberg

info@swedishcottage.org
